
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C .  

PUBLIC HEARING -- February 21, 1973 

Application No. 11282 - Washington School of Bal le t ,  applicant 

On motion duly made, seconded and car r ied  by a vote of 4-0, 
(L i l l a  Burt Cummings not having heard the case) , the following 
Order of the Board was entered a t  the meeting of May 22, 1973. 

ORDERED : 

That the applicat ion fo r  permission to  es tab l i sh  a b a l l e t  
school including student dormitory a t  3704 Porter S t r ee t ,  N.W., 
Lot 806, Square 1911, be DENIED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT : 

1. Subject property is  located in  an R-2 Dis t r ic t .  

2 .  Subject property is  improved by a 3-story r e s iden t i a l  
building consist ing of approximately 13 rooms including four 
bedrooms and three baths. The f a c i l i t y  would house approximately 
15 students and one house mother. 

3. Students w i l l  be given ins t ruct ion i n  both academic 
subjects  and b a l l e t ,  The building contain two seminar rooms 
which w i l l  provide classroom space. However, ac tual  b a l l e t  
ins t ruct ion w i l l  not be taught within the subject premises. 

4. The majority of students are  g i r l s  some of whom t rave l  
a great  distance t o  at tend t h i s  school. 

5. The students w i l l  occupy the f a c i l i t y  during the months 
of September to  June. 

6. The school has no other plan f o r  expansion. 

7 ,  The Zoning Regulations i n  Section 3101.42 provide "Other 
Private Schools, but not including a trade school, and residence 
for  teachers and s t a f f  of a private school, provided that :  ..." 
as  a specia l  exception 
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8 .  On March 2 2 ,  1973, M r .  Walter N. Tobriner,  Esq. wrote 
t o  the  Board c i t i n g  the  opinion expressed by the Board a t  the  
publ ic  hearing t h a t  " the  r e l i e f  sought would be more properly 
appl ied f o r  i f  the  pending app l i ca t ion  was amended t o  seek a  
variance under Sect ion 8207.11 r a the r  than a  spec i a l  exception. 
Since the  Board appeared t o  be  of the opinion t h a t  the use of 
the  premises a s  a  dormitory was not sanctioned by the  spec i a l  
exception provision of Sect ion 3101.42." 

" I t  i s  r e spec t fu l l y  requested t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  serve  a s  an 
amendment t o  the  present  app l i ca t ion  before  the Board so  t h a t  
the r e l i e f  sought w i l l  be  granted i n  the  na ture  of a  car iance  
r a t h e r  than a s  a  spec i a l  exception." 

9. The Washington School of B a l l e t  i s  a  t r u l y  unique 
educat ional  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  the only school i n  the 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia which teaches both academic sub jec t s  and 
b a l l e t  i n  the  same curriculum. 

10. While the bulk of the  s tudents  a r e  day s tudents  the 
school has  become na t i ona l l y  known and has thus a t t r a c t e d  
s tudents  from outs ide  t h i s  a rea  who requ i re  s a f e  and convenient 
housing while i n  attendance. 

11. The school has  endeavored unsuccessful ly f o r  severa l  
years  t o  purchase o ther  pa rce l s  of property t h a t  could be  used 
t o  house s tudents .  

1 2 .  There was no opposi t ion t o  the  grant ing  of t h i s  
app l i ca t ion .  
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OPINION:  

The Board i s  of the  opinion t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  should 
be  DENIED. 

While t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  e x i s t e d  i n  the  neighborhood 
f o r  many years  with no o b j e c t i o n  from a r e a  r e s i d e n t s ,  and the  
school has  a  problem of l o c a t i n g  adequate and appropr i a t e  
housing f o r  boarding s t u d e n t s ,  t he  a p p l i c a n t  has  not  j u s t i f i e d  
a  var iance.  No evidence has  been submitted t o  show t h a t  t h i s  
proper ty  cannot be used f o r  i t s  zoned purpose. Also,  al though 
t h e r e  i s  mention of a  p o s s i b l e  var iance  i n  the  record,  a var iance 
was no t  adve r t i s ed .  

Because of t h e  language of Sec t ion  3101.42 t h e  Board cannot 
g r a n t  t he  s p e c i a l  except ion without  a  var iance  from Sec t ion  
3101.42 which l i m i t s  occupancy t o  t eache r s  and s t a f f s .  Therefore,  
t h e  Board denies  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  f i l e d  without p re jud ice ,  
s o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  may f i l e  a  new a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  excep- 
t i o n  under Sec t ion  3101.42 and a  var iance from t h e  keacher / s ta f f  
l i m i t a t i o n  of Sec t ion  3101.42. 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C.  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

Acting Sec re t a ry  

June 19, 1973 


